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The mere existence of Private International Law (PIL) is often presented as an obstacle to the movement of 

unification of substantive laws. Unification is superfluous, or so the reasoning goes, because the diversity of 

substantive laws is perfectly managed by choice of law rules - even more so if those rules have been unified, 

as is increasingly the case within the European Union. Yet this depiction, while not completely groundless, 

only captures a part of the complex interaction between PIL and the dynamic of unification of substantive 

laws. PIL rules can be, first of all, a necessary complement to unifying substantive law instruments. In a 

much more controversial manner, these rules can also, when they provide space for party autonomy, give 

rise to regulatory competition. This mechanism, in turn, might serve unification. Seminar background 

readings are available on http://docente.unife.it/claudia.amodio/european-private-law-seminars-

ferrara.zip/view.  
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